Quantitative assessment of thymus-dependent (t)-cell function in human peripheral blood.
A new micromethod for evaluating lymphocyte responses to phytohemagglutinin (PHA) has been developed and used for the survey of T-cell function in human peripheral blood. The results of lymphocyte responses to PHA stimulation in whole blood culture were expressed in terms of unit volume of blood (50 mul). This new method has eliminated the major uncontrollable factors of conventional methods, and appears to be more correlated with the cell-mediated immunity in vivo.